Driven to near despair by the ever increasing cost of scholarship, particularly the growing expense of scientific journal subscriptions, Mary Case and I, way back in 1998, wrote an article for Notices of the American Mathematical Society with the highfalutin title of "Reforming Scholarly Publishing in the Sciences." In it we argued that scientists, working with librarians and professional societies, needed to keep their scholarship within the "circle of the academy" so that we could fully exploit "the archival and distribution potential of new digital information technology." We were trying to find new ways of doing business in scholarly publishing, and we were not alone in thinking about this. Just a year before, the Association of Research Libraries created SPARC (Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition) whose mission was to be a catalyst for the creation of a more competitive marketplace for scholarly publishing and to be an advocate for fair and ethical uses of scholarship.
Back then the concept of "open access" as a new way of doing business was hardly on anyone's radar, but in the ensuing decade, SPARC and a dedicated group of scholars, librarians, and even some publishers rallied around the practice of making scholarship freely available over the Internet. (see our pre-publication service) and then again after six months from their formal publication date. Institutional and disciplinary repository posting by authors is permitted and encouraged. We are not perfect yet, but getting there.
Joe Branin, Editor
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